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IRAN/KEY GROUPS AND LEADERS IN THE OPPOSITION

GROUP

Islamic Movement

Liberation Move-
ment of Iran

National Front

Tudeh Party

People's Strugglers
(Mujahidin)

People's Sacrifice
Guerrillas
(Chariks)

LEADER/S
Ayatollah Khomeini
Mohammad Beheshti

Mehdi Bazargan
Amir Entezam

Karim Sanjabi
Darioush Foruhar

Iraj Eskandari
Nur-ed-Din Kianuri

Unknown

Unknown

COMMENT
Exiled in Paris
Khomeini's representa-
tive in Iran
Loosely affiliated with
both Khomeini and the
National Front

Secular coalition group
Exiled in East Germany,
pro-USSR Communist

Islamic terrorists close
to Khomeini

Marxist terrorists
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STTUATION REPORTS

IRAN

The massive demonstrations yesterday in Tehran
again illustrated the Islamic opposition's ability
to mobilize vast popular support against the govermnment.
The marches followed discussions between key govern-
ment and opposition leaders aimed at ensuring nonvio-

lence. | | 25X1

A member of the opposition told US officials yes-
terday that SAVAK chief Moghaddam met on Thursday with
Mohammad Beheshti-~Ayatollah Khomeini's chief lieutenant
in Iran--and with the leader of the Liberation Movement
of Iran, Mehdi Bazargan, to discuss crowd control and
security measures. According to the source, the opposi~
tion and security officials may hold further meetings
aimed at maintaining order in the capital.

25X1

As in earlier marches, members of the Islamic
terrorist group, the People's Strugglers, participated 25X1
as parade marshals yesterday. The group has long been
close to Khomeini. 1

25X1

1 25X1 To ret

25X1

— Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/08 : CIA-RDP81T00368R000100010036-8



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/08 : CIA-RDP81T00368R000100010036-8

25X1

0\0

<

Next 2 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"g

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/08 : CIA-RDP81T00368R000100010036-8



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/08 : CIA-RDP81T00368R000100010036-8

Top Secret

25X1

ALERT MEMORANDUM

CHINA-VIETNAM-USSR

The Daily presents an Alert Memorandum on the Chi-
nese military buildup along the border with Vietnam, Chi-
nese options for military action, and the Soviet reac-
tion to the Chinese activities. \ \ 25X1

Since our Alert Memorandum of 5 January, which
warned of possible direct Chinese military action against
Vietnam, China has continued its military buildup along
the Sino-Vietnamese frontier. The manner of the buildup,
its timing, and the mix of forces involved suggest of-
fensive rather than defensive preparations. Chinese
propaganda is building a case that the Vietnamese are in-
truding on Chinese territory, and Chinese officials
abroad are spreading the word that China is prepared to
"strike hard" in retaliation for Vietnamese troublemaking.
A few officials have asserted that China is deliberately
seeking an occasion to "teach the Vietnamese a lesson."
In sum, the Chinese appear to be completing a deployment
of forces and a propaganda groundwork that will enable
them to take military action against Vietnam at a time
of their choosing. 25X1

There are formidable political objections to such
action. The Chinese must weigh the impact of military
action on Sino-US ties and the risk of undermining do-
mestic support in the US for the normalization arrange-
ments just worked out. China must also consider possi-
ble Soviet reaction to any action against Vietnam, as well
as the effectiveness of the Kampuchean resistance. Con-
siderations of Chinese prestige and a desire not to be
considered a "paper tiger" by nations in Southeast Asia,
on the other hand, appear to play an important part in 25X1
Chinese calculations. These points have particularly
been stressed by the more candid Chinese officials.

-~—continued

25X1
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Should the Chinese initiate action against Vietnam,
they would certainly attempt to avoid a protracted con-
flict with their southern neighbors. A drive into Viet-
namese territory, limited in time and distance, followed
by a relatively rapid withdrawal, in the manner of
China's 1962 conflict with India, is the most likely
option. We still cannot rule out more forceful action
nor can we rule out a miscalculation that would make an
early Chinese withdrawal difficult, thus extending and
raising the level of action. The Chinese could strike
at any time--even before Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping 25X 1
(Teng Hsiao-ping) arrives in the US.

Soviet media, while maintaining a drumfire of crit-
icism of Beijing (Peking) for border provocations against
Vietnam and for using military pressure, including troop
concentrations, in an effort to "intimidate" Vietnam, 25x1
have avoided addressing the contingency of direct Chi-
nese military action against Vietnam, much less charac-
terizing it as imminent. Several Soviet officials, in-
cluding a high-ranking diplomat in Washington and an ex-
perienced China watcher in Moscow, have privately ex-
pressed doubt that Beijing would attack.

The failure of Soviet media to raise the Chinese
attack contingency, relieving Moscow of the need to ad-
dress the question of Soviet response, suggests either
that the Soviets do not regard it as a serious possibil-
ity, or if they do, that they wish to avoid committing

—-—-continued
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themselves to any particular course of action in re-
sponse. In any case, they have not issued any clear
public warning designed to deter Beijing. There is no
significant recent evidence of any kind of substantial 25X1
additional Soviet military preparations on the Sino-
Soviet border. The Chinese, however, have displayed

some concern about the possibility of a forceful Soviet
move, presumablv in response to a Chinese thrust against
Vietnam.

We believe the Soviet response to any Chinese attack
on Vietnam will be contingent on the extent and severity
of the Chinese action and its political effects. The
USSR may conclude that a shallow and short-lived Chinese
incursion would not threaten important Soviet interests
and might generate important political benefits for
Moscow and Hanoi without requiring more than demonstra-
tive measures of support for Vietnam, short of direct
military action. Such measures might include consulta-
tions, additional conspicuous aid, a naval show of force,
and troop movements on the Soviet side of the border. A
deeper and more sustained Chinese invasion would be more
likely to evoke more significant Soviet actions. These
might include demonstrative air and ground patrolling,
and ultimately some sort of military action, probably
measured--for example, reoccupation of one or more of
the Sino-Soviet border river islands now held by the
Chinese. 25X1
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BRIEFS AND COMMENTS

25X1 25X1
ITALY: Communist Withdrawal Plans

the Communists

plan to withdraw from the Andreotti qovermment's parlia-
mentary majority

The govern-

ment would have difficulty surviving a Communist with-
drawal. F 25X1 25X1

Most evidence also

suggests, however, that the Communists want to avoid an
early election--one possible outcome of a government
crisis——-and are still looking for a way to stop supporting
the government without bringing it down. Although the
Communist directorate this week harshly attacked the 25X1
Christian Democrats, it clearly left the door open to
some sort of compromise.

compromise will be extremely difficult.
25X1

The Christian Democratic response to the director-
ate's demands-~essentially for a more direct Communist
role in the governing process--will probably be the key
factor determining whether the Communists follow through
on their plans. In its initial response, the Christian
Democratic leadership last night reaffirmed its commit-
ment to cooperate with the Communists under the existing
governing arrangement--a position which may be difficult
to reconcile with the most recent Communist demands.

25X1 25X1
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USSR: Leadership Ranking

In recent weeks, the Soviet press has conveyed
mixed signals to the Communist Party elite on the status
of the top Soviet leaders. The disarray could reflect
disagreement within the leadership over the eventual
successton to President Brezhnev in the top party and
government posts. | | 25X1

One of the traditional key status symbols is the
number of honorary nominations for election to the
Supreme Soviet reported in Pravda on the first day of
nominations for each Politburo member. The nominations
for the early March election projected a remarkable
increase in stability in the ranking of the leadership
since the last election in 1974. Brezhnev's lead, while
substantial, has not widened since 1974. Premier Kosygin
ranks second with the same number of nominations as be-
fore. Party secretaries Suslov and Kirilenko continue 25X1
to rank on a par in third place. All the other members
of the Politburo, including the newly elected Chernenko,
a Brezhnev protege, ranked together.

Other status symbols in the current round of
nominations, however, are at variance with the Pravda
ranking, particularly in their apparent slighting of
Kirilenko. Thus, according to subsequent TASS accounts
of local nominating speeches, Kirilenko is no longer
considered a "party and state figure" as he was in 1974,
but simply a "party figure." By contrast, TASS charac-
terizes Kosygin and Suslov and even junior leaders
Chernenko, Kunayev, and Romanov as "prominent party and
state figures." The choice of honorific titles might
be less tightly controlled than the number of honorary
nominations accorded each "candidate" and thus open to ogx1
political manipulation. If so, the present treatment
would suggest an attempt to undermine Kirilenko's posi-
tion as Brezhnev's most likely successor.

A clearer picture of the leadership pecking order
should emerge after Soviet leaders begin delivering their
election speeches in mid-February.

25X1
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YUGOSLAVIA: Tito's Divorce 25X1

President Tito's
private divorce settlement 1includes measures tc ensure
his former wife's social status after the President's
death as well as continuing controls on her ability to
indulge in political plots. Jovanka Broz, who has been
estranged from Tito since August 1977, lives in a small
guest villa on the periphery of Tito's compound in
Belgrade. Her contacts are monitored by security guards,
which should inhibit continuation of the contacts with
close friends in the military hierarchy that led to
charges of her meddling in state affairs and her even-
tual disgrace. 25X1

RHODESIA~-LIBYA: Guerrilla Training

Some 2,200 Rhodesian nationalist guerrillas are 25X1
returning to Zambia and Mozambique from training
bases in Libya.

25X1

Friction between the rival guerrilla
groups has prevented them from being trained at the
same facilities in Libya. ZAPU leaders are unhappy with
the Libyan training, which consisted only of general
infantry instruction rather than the specialist training
they had been led to expect.

25X1

25X1
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SPECIAL ANALYSIS

SOMALIA: Political Trends and Party Congress

25X1

President Siad is reported to be contemplating ma-
Jor changes in his government designed to shore up his
support at home and to make his strongly authoritarian
regime more attractive to the West. The changes appear
largely cosmetic and will neither herald a return to gen-
uine democratic vule nov diminish Siad's considerable

power. 25X1

Siad has scheduled an extraordinary congress of
Somalia's ruling party in Mogadiscio this weekend to re-
instate some--by no means all--of the democratic insti-
tutions that prevailed in Somalia before his military
takeover in 1969. The congress, for example, has been
charged with promulgating a new constitution and reestab-
lishing a parliament, and there are some indications that
it may also schedule a general election later this year.

25X1

It is unlikely that Siad intends to reintroduce a
multiparty system. The Somali Socialist Revolutionary
Party will almost certainly remain the sole legal party
and its hierarchy--with Siad at the top--will continue 25x1

to run the country. the

new constitution wil errul presidential sys-—

tem with a weak, essentially rubber-stamp legislature.
25X1

One of the President's major objectives in effecting
these changes is to counter growing criticism from tribal
opponents who have long resented domination of the gov-
ernment by Siad and his fellow Marehan tribesmen. Siad
apparently hopes to broaden the base of his regime by
giving a greater sense of involvement to groups that have
long been systematically excluded. Some reports indicate,

—-—-continued
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for example, that leaders from all of Somalia's major
tribes will be included in the new government. At the
same time, Siad is likely to continue his practice of
manipulating tribal rivalries. ‘ ‘ 25X1

Siad also hopes to create at least the appearance

of democratic institutions in order to gain Western po-
litical, diplomatic, and military support.‘
| |Siad plans to sack up to

25X1 one-third of the ruling party's Central Committeemen as
well as some government ministers he believes to be 25X1
pro-Soviet and replace them with officials svmpathetic
to Somalia's current pro-Western tilt.

25X1
As an added inducement to the West--especially to
the US--to respond favorably to Somalia's longstanding
request for "defensive" military hardware, the new con-
stitution may tone down the regime's irredentist policy
toward Somali-inhabited portions of neighboring Ethiopia.-
25X1 Kenya, and all of Djibouti. | | 25X1
| |"liberation" of these areas--including Ethiopia's
Ogaden region--will no longer be a fundamental tenet of
Somali national policy but instead will be an "aspira-
tion" entitled only to Somalia's "moral" support. [::::::]

Siad may also calculate that a less militant defini-
tion of Somalia's irredentist goals will help him im- 25X1
prove relations with his neighbors--particularly Kenya
where the potential for an eventual rapprochement seems
most promising. The new formula, however, still falls
short of the formal public renunciation of irredentism
demanded by both Kenya and Ethiopia for any major im-
provement in relations.

25X1

Implications for Somali-Soviet Relations

While most of the constitutional and governmental
changes Siad is apparently considering appear to favor
Western interests, the Somali leader is probably not
foreclosing his Soviet option. There are some reports--
although they seem highly improbable--that Siad
intends to use the party congress to endorse a policy of
"reactivating" relations with the USSR. |

-—-continued

25X1
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Whatever the case, S8iad and other senior Somali of-
ficials have lost no opportunity in recent weeks to im-
press upon US officials the importance of at least a
symbolic gesture of support prior to the opening of the
congress. These demarches have taken on an increased
sense of urgency after intensified Ethiopian airstrikes
in northern Somalia and growing Somali fears of an im-
pending Ethiopian invasion. | | 25X1

Somali leaders--including Siad--have warned that
the lack of such a gesture could be exploited by those
in the regime who argue that Somalia has nothing to show
for its shift toward the West and that a return to the

Soviet orbit--however distasteful--may be the on

to safeguard the country's security interests. [lyway]
While the Somalis have been careful to keep open 25X1

their diplomatic lines to the USSR, the prospects for

any significant near-term improvement in relations with

Moscow appear slim. Anti-Soviet sentiment--generated by

Moscow's switching of alliances to Ethiopia--remains

generally strong in Somalia. For their part, the So-
viets deeply distrust Siad and will carefully weigh the

impact of any 1mprovement in relations w lia on
their greater equity in Ethiopia. 25X1

25X1
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OVERNIGHT REPORTS

(The items in the Overnight Reports section have not
been coordinated within the intelligence community.

They are prepared overnight by the Office of Current
Operations with analyst comment where possible from

the production offices of NFAC.)

USSR

TASS yesterday announced that President Brezhnev
and Politburo member Chernenko had returned to Moscow
earlier in the day. The account said both men had been
in Bulgaria for a visit, but referred to only Brezhnev
as having stopped over at the Soviet Black Sea resort of
Sochi en route home. Radio Moscow's domestic broadcast 25X1
on the arrival at the airport only cited Brezhnev as
having been met by fellow Politburo members.

COMMENT: The phrasing chosen is consistent with
the Soviet media's concentration own Brezhnev, .and
Chernenko--a close associate--probably was with Brezhnev
for the entire trip.

b | 25X1

Western Europe - Indochina

Reporting yesterday on meetings convened this week
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the US Mission
at the UN's European headquarters in Geneva comments
that West European governments regard the refugee prob-
lem in Southeast Asia with trepidation. The US Mission
comments that it is clear that these governments have
about reached the limits on what they would be willing
to do, both in terms of accepting refugees and sharing
the financial burden; the US will be expected largely
to pay for any ideas it will offer. ‘ ‘25X1

—-~-continued
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Southeast Asia

The US Embassy in Bangkok has learned from Thai Air
Marshal Sitthi that Vietnamese Foreign Minister Trinh
called in ASEAN ambassadors on Wednesday to complain
that last Saturday's ASEAN communigque was not helpful to
ASEAN-Vietnamese relations. Trinh also said that an
"unnamed" ASEAN state is helping the ousted Pol Pot re-
gime and should stop. Sitthi said the Thai do not plan
to respond to the nonspecific accusation. The US Em~
bassy in Vientiane, meanwhile, reports that Lao offi-
cials appear to be closely coordinating with Hanoil to
calm ASEAN fears. The Embassy concludes that Hanoi may
think it both useful and appropriate to have Laos assure
ASEAN members that Vietnamese dominance over a neighbor
does not have to be destabilizing. 25X 1

UN-Lebanon

The Security Council yesterday, by a 12-0 vote, re-
newed the mandate of UNIFIL for five months. The USSR
and Czechoslovakia abstained and China did not partici-
pate in the vote. The US Mission at the UN reports that
the French, who have troops in UNIFIL and professed to
want only a four-month extension, would have abstained
if the Council had opted for the six months' renewal
sought by Lebanese Foreign Minister Boutros.

25X1
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